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TRIBUTE TO MR. TIMOTHY P.

RYAN, BOARD OF TRUSTEES,
LIVERMORE VALLEY JOINT UNI-
FIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 30, 2001

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor a very special leader in my district.
Timothy P. Ryan has served the Livermore
Valley Joint Unified School District for over
two decades. Mr. Ryan has successfully
worked for the betterment of the entire school
community as President of the Livermore
Board of Trustees, Board Clerk, member of
President of the Alameda County School
Boards Association, member and President of
the Tri-Valley Special Education Local Plan
Area Board, and the Regional Occupational
Program Board.

Timothy Ryan has served admirably as a
leader and advocate for our children and our
community. He has helped Livermore Valley
Joint Unified School District through some of
the most difficult times. Mr. Ryan has proven
to be an effective member of the Board, al-
ways seeking resolution to Board differences
by discovering the wide areas of agreement.
His fairness and his Irish humor continues to
win over groups.

I take great pride in honoring Timothy P.
Ryan’s dedication and leadership. His hard
work has improved the opportunities for all
students throughout the District. Under his di-
rection, Livermore Valley Joint Unified School
District has served as a model for schools in
Alameda and Contra Costa Counties and
throughout the State of California. I believe
that school districts across the country should
follow Timothy Ryan’s example and take the
opportunity to learn from his successful and
innovative ways.
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OF COLORADO
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Tuesday, January 30, 2001

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, It is my privi-
lege to stand before this great House to honor
a man from Colorado’s Fourth Congressional
District. On January 30, 2001, Mr. Harold H.
Gray, of Brush, Colorado, will celebrate his
100th birthday.

Born in the small farming town of
Braddyville, Iowa, Mr. Gray and his family
moved to the Eastern Plains of Colorado while
he was just a small boy, to accommodate for
his ailing mother’s respiratory problems. Dur-
ing his young and formative years, Harold
learned many valuable lessons while helping
out with his family’s businesses. These les-
sons prepared him for an active community
role of prudent leadership. Whether working at
his father’s grocery store in Loveland, or at the
Riverdale Ranch, near the South Platte River,
Harold learned to meet the challenges of
small-town commerce along with the difficul-
ties of ranch life.

As an adult living in Brush, Colorado, Harold
became a business man, whose dedication to
community was marked by great accomplish-
ment. Owner of the Carroll Motor and Carroll
Oil companies, Harold was an active partici-
pant in the Colorado Auto Dealers Associa-
tion, Colorado Auto Dealers Insurance Trust
along with the Colorado Ford Dealers Adver-
tising Association. Furthermore, he was part of
a committee for the Brush Rodeo and the
Brush Racing Association. As a result, he
joined the Board of Directors and was voted
President of the Centennial Race Track.
Harold’s other community activities have in-
cluded the Brush Chamber of Commerce,
Highway 71 committee, Brush Industrial Park,
Rotary Club and the Brush Methodist Church.

Mr. Gray’s contributions have been signifi-
cant. Truly he represents the rural values of
Colorado’s Fourth Congressional District—
hard-work and commitment to the community.
Please join me in wishing Harold H. Gray a
magnificent 100th birthday. May he enjoy this
day and those to come with his family and
friends.
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Tuesday, January 30, 2001

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I have named Mineola High School in Gar-
den City Park as School of the Month in the
Fourth Congressional District for January
2001. I am a proud graduate of Mineola High
School in 1962.

I especially want to commend John R.
Lewis, Principal of Mineola High, and Dr.
Harry Jaroslaw, the Superintendent of Schools
for the Mineola School District.

I loved my time at Mineola High and my
solid education there prepared me for the rest
of my life. I still use the lessons I learned at
Mineola.

Unique opportunities await Mineola High
students. They can participate in the Work Ex-
perience Program for school credit, while si-
multaneously earning a paycheck. The Stu-
dent Service Center harnesses the energy and
devotion of students to their community. With-
in the center, they can volunteer at the Chil-
dren’s Museum, the Ronald McDonald House
and nursing homes, just to name a few. Also,
programs such as the leadership council and
peer support and mediation foster student-to-
student involvement.

Each year, I present an award in the name
of my late husband, Dennis McCarthy, to a
Mineola High School student who has strug-
gled through adversity and difficult times and
made the best of it. This award is one of the
things I do to keep Dennis’ memory alive. At
Mineola High, there are so many special stu-
dents it’s so hard to choose!

Mineola High has received numerous
awards in recognition of the school’s excel-
lence, including the Eleanor Roosevelt Com-
munity Service Award, Newsday’s Long Island
High School of the Year for Community Serv-
ice and the New York State Governor’s Com-
mendation. All of the awards demonstrate the

school’s dedication to involving students in the
community.

In 2000, 84 percent of Mineola’s senior
class went to college, 57 percent to 4-year
colleges. Of the last graduating class, 55 per-
cent of all students received Regents seals on
their diplomas, including 14 students who
earned Regents diplomas with honors.

The outstanding academic record and the
dedication of Mineola’s administrators and
staff demonstrate it is indeed a school of the
month and a school vital to Long Island’s fu-
ture.
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HONORING EDNA GARABEDIAN,
BORIS NIXON, AND DIANE NIXON

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Edna Garabedian, Boris Nixon,
and Diane Nixon for their contributions to the
California Opera Association.

The California Opera Association was incor-
porated as a California non-profit corporation
May 4, 2000. The association is dedicated to
enhance public awareness of the role of arts
in California through activities and services in
the field. In addition to forming partnerships
with community organizations, California
Opera Association will participate in local, re-
gional, national and international events de-
signed to enhance good will and to support
and encourage civic and community growth.

Edna Garabedian is one of the founding di-
rectors of the California Opera Association.
She is a world-renowned Mezzo-Soprano who
has performed throughout the U.S. and Eu-
rope. Ms. Garabedian was the founder of the
Fresno International Grand Opera and has
held the distinction of chairperson of voice and
opera at several major universities.

Boris Nixon is a featured cellist with the
Fresno Philharmonic Orchestra. He has per-
formed with various symphony orchestras
throughout the United States and he is also
one of the founding directors of the California
Opera Association. Mr. Nixon has collaborated
with the Music Performance Trust Fund of
America and Young Audiences of America to
stress the importance of keeping music in the
schools and expanding work and career op-
portunities for professional musicians.

Diane Nixon is an educator and musician,
who is currently completing her pre-med re-
quirements to become a physician. Ms. Nixon
is also a founding director of the California
Opera Association and has traveled exten-
sively throughout the United States and Eu-
rope attending and studying International Op-
eras and Special Arts Festivels for the dis-
abled. Her goal is to focus on integrating and
embracing the often-neglected populations,
such as the disabled, disadvantaged and el-
derly, into the creation and consumption of the
performing arts.

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate Edna
Garabedian, Boris Nixon and Diane Nixon for
their contributions to the California Opera As-
sociation. I urge my colleagues to join me in
wishing Ms. Garabedian, Mr. Nixon and Ms.
Nixon many more years of continued success.
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